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BENNETT

II.    POETRY

B. “THE WEARY BLUES” –
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II.    POETRY
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LANGSTON HUGHES

II.    POETRY

D.“IF WE MUST DIE” –
CLAUDE MCKAY

II.    POETRY

E. “THE TROPICS OF NEW 
YORK” –

CLAUDE MCKAY

All five poem are available online:

• “Sonnet 2” 
https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/sonnet-2

• “The Weary Blues” 
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47347/th
e-weary-blues

• “Cross” https://www.poemhunter.com/best-
poems/langston-hughes/cross/?m=0

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/sonnet-2
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47347/the-weary-blues
https://www.poemhunter.com/best-poems/langston-hughes/cross/?m=0


All five poem are available online:

• “If We Must Die” 
https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/if-we-must-
die

• “The Tropics of New York” 
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44697/th
e-tropics-in-new-york

Approaching 

“The Great Gatsby”

Reading the novel

– Read closely

– Read critically

– Note unfamiliar diction

– Research every allusion

Five steps to careful and close reading of fiction

1. If possible, read the novel more than once.

2. Keep a dictionary by you and use it – or read near a computer and access an online 
dictionary.

3. Look up historical and geographical references and other allusions. 

4. Keep track of characters.

5. Keep a notebook, especially for the novel, noting character traits, values, and changes.

https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/if-we-must-die
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44697/the-tropics-in-new-york


Characters: a closer look

– Keep a running program of characters as they are introduced.

– Note character relationships. (Attend to details that connect them – in positive 
or negative ways.)

– Note remarkable statements. (Note what characters say about themselves, 
about each other, and about their situations and circumstances, looking for 
details that develop not only their personalities but also the plot and theme.)

Plot: a closer look

– Note physical conflicts that are focal points of the action.

– Note mental conflicts that motivate characters.

– Note emotional conflicts that develop and define relationships.

– Note moral conflicts and resolutions that define characters and point to 
themes.

Symbols in The Great Gatsby

According to A Handbook to Literature (Seventh Edition), a SYMBOL is 
“itself and also stands for something else.”

“In a literary sense a symbol combines a literal and sensuous quality with 
an abstract or suggestive aspect.”

The symbols in The Epic of Gilgamesh

Tone: a closer look

The writer’s or speaker’s attitude toward the subject, 
the audience, or himself/herself

The emotional coloring, or emotional meaning, of a 
work



The Development of tone
The development of tone

Connotation

 Imagery

Figurative language

Allusion

Symbolism

 Irony

Hyperbole/Understatement

Detail

Sentence construction

Organization or structure

Approaching the Poetry

The Harlem Renaissance

Make each poem yours



Four steps to close reading a poem

1. Read a poem more than once. Know the poem – as much as possible – by heart.

2. Keep a dictionary by you and use it. Consult encyclopedic sources.

3. Read poetry aloud (or lip-read) slowly.

4. Pay careful attention to meaning. [On the first reading you should determine the 
subjects of the verbs and the antecedents of the pronouns.]

Practice oral interpretation

– Read affectionately, but not affectedly.

– Read slowly enough that each word is clear and distinct 

and that the meaning has time to sink in.

– Read so that the rhythmical pattern is felt but not 

exaggerated.

“Cross” by Langston Hughes

My old man's a white old man 

And my old mother's black. 

If ever I cursed my white old man 

I take my curses back. 

If ever I cursed my black old mother 

And wished she were in hell, 

I'm sorry for that evil wish 

And now I wish her well 

My old man died in a fine big house. 

My ma died in a shack. 

I wonder where I'm going to die, 

Being neither white nor black?

Cross

My old man's a white old man

And my old mother's black.

If ever I cursed my white old man

I take my curses back.

If ever I cursed my black old mother

And wished she were in hell,

I'm sorry for that evil wish

And now I wish her well

My old man died in a fine big house.

My ma died in a shack.

I wonder where I'm going to die,

Being neither white nor black?



Denotation and connotation

Denotation – dictionary definition (Know the 
meanings of every word in every poem.)

Connotation – the force or impact carried by a 
term that goes beyond denotation

Imagery

– Visual (sight)

– Auditory (sound)

– Olfactory (smell)

– Gustatory (taste)

– Tactile (touch)

– Organic (internal 

sensation)

– Kinesthetic (motion)

Devices of sense

– Simile (explicit) and 

metaphor (implicit) 

[literal and figurative 

elements]

– Personification [literal 

and figurative elements]

– Apostrophe

– Metonymy 

– Paradox 

– Oxymoron

– Hyperbole

– Understatement

Devices of sound

– Alliteration

– Assonance

– Consonance

– Rhyme (perfect, internal, end, approximate (or slant)

– Blank verse

– Free verse

– Refrain



Meter: Stress

– Iamb unstressed – stressed (tonight)

– Trochee stressed – unstressed (fearsome)

– Anapest unstressed - unstressed – stressed (comprehend)

– Dactyl stressed - unstressed – unstressed (surgery)

– Spondee stressed – stressed (doorway)

Meter – rhythm 

Monometer  1 foot

Dimeter 2 feet

Trimeter 3 feet

Tetrameter 4 feet

Pentameter 5 feet

Hexameter 6 feet

Heptameter 7 feet

Octameter 8 feet

Students will need to . . .

–Research any allusion that includes a proper 

noun, including the historical, the literary, the 

philosophical, and possessions of the characters

–Analyze rhetorical elements/literary devices

PRACTICE 

QUESTIONS



Of the finance books to which Nick refers in the first 
chapter of the novel, he says they promise “to 
unfold the shining secrets that only Midas and 
Morgan and Maecenas knew.” These three names 
allude to each of the following EXCEPT __________

A. an American financier 
B. a mythological king of Phrygia
C. an early leader in organized crime 
D. a wealthy Roman patron of the arts

Of the finance books to which Nick refers in the first 
chapter of the novel, he says they promise “to 
unfold the shining secrets that only Midas and 
Morgan and Maecenas knew.” These three names 
allude to each of the following EXCEPT __________

C. an early leader in organized crime 

Color plays a significant role in the style of The Great 
Gatsby, as in Chapter 1 where the color red recurs 
frequently as represented in each of the following 
EXCEPT in the color of  __________

A. the wine the Buchanans serve at dinner 
B. the dresses worn by both Daisy and Jordan
C. the porch where the Buchanans serve dinner
D. the room where Daisy reads a magazine to Tom

Color plays a significant role in the style of The Great 
Gatsby, as in Chapter 1 where the color red recurs 
frequently as represented in each of the following 
EXCEPT in the color of  __________

B. the dresses worn by both Daisy and Jordan



The final line of “The Weary Blues” – “He 
slept like a rock or a man that’s dead.” –
actually expresses __________

A. a paradox 
B. a solipsism
C. an antithesis
D. an ambiguity

The final line of “The Weary Blues” – “He 
slept like a rock or a man that’s dead.” –
actually expresses __________

D. an ambiguity

In McKay’s “If We Must Die,” the speaker’s 
tone may BEST be described as __________

A. bucolic 
B. inspiring
C. truculent
D. sepulchral

In McKay’s “If We Must Die,” the speaker’s 
tone may BEST be described as __________

B. inspiring



The fact that the Justice Department at the time 
McKay published “If We Must Die” regarded the 
poem as seditious suggests that the conflict 
McKay addresses is __________

A. World War I 
B. racial tension
C. the Depression
D. veterans’ rights

The fact that the Justice Department at the time 
McKay published “If We Must Die” regarded the 
poem as seditious suggests that the conflict 
McKay addresses is __________

B. racial tension

In Bennett’s “Sonnet 2,” the speaker is 
MOST LIKELY addressing __________

A. a new student 
B. a fellow worker
C. a white stranger
D. a long-time husband

In Bennett’s “Sonnet 2,” the speaker is 
MOST LIKELY addressing __________

A. a new student 
B. a fellow worker
C. a white stranger
D. a long-time husband


